VAZHAKUNNAM AS A DRAMATIST

to be later relatives should not take arms against each other.
Again the marriage of Arjuna and Subhadra was but a historical
necessity. Abhimanyu, their son had created a turning point in the
Kurukshetra war, by having got the sympathy of all including the
enemies of the Pandavas. The relationship with Krishna, who
played a major role as his charioteer in the war, was intensified
with this fresh relationship. Vazhakunnam, the master dramatist
after having analysed these situations finds that this change though
minute is prominent.

Subhadra is a young woman, tender and firm in her love for
Arjuna. She is straight forward in her approach. But Arjuna on
the other hand is a calculated lover disguised lest he be discov-
ered. He plans and arranges his future in a most cunning manner.
Even the other characters in Subhadra are necessary and suffi-
cient. Their role in speech and action are acknowledged accu-
rately by the dramatist. For example one finds Ganga, Subhadra's
intimate friend, consoling her compassionately on the eve of her
departure along with Arjuna, "A virgin, should at the proper time
take hand of a husband. Your union with Arjuna is an ideal one.
May you prosper with fortune, joy and good children. Let this
Dwaraka, that has grown you, be remembered always."19 Even
Kashyapa blesses her at her departure. Vazhakunnam's de-
scriptions are sweet and beautiful and at times resemble a prose
poem with its natural flow. His descriptions suit the situation while

19. Ibid., p.56.
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